






æ √ – æ‘ ¶ ‡ π »
¡À“‡∑æŒ‘π¥Ÿ ™¡æŸ∑«’ª·≈–Õÿ…“§‡π¬å

The Great Hindu God
in India and Southeast Asia

√“§“ 180 ∫“∑

‰¡‡§‘≈ ‰√∑

GANESHA

Michael Wright



¢âÕ¡Ÿ≈∑“ß∫√√≥“πÿ°√¡

‰√∑ ‰¡‡§‘≈.

æ√–æ‘¶‡π» ¡À“‡∑æŒ‘π¥Ÿ ™¡æŸ∑«’ª·≈–Õÿ…“§‡π¬å. æ‘¡æå§√—Èß∑’Ë 2.

°√ÿß‡∑æœ : ¡μ‘™π, Úıı.

144 Àπâ“ : ¿“æª√–°Õ∫.

1. æ√–æ‘¶‡π»---‡∑æ‡®â“---»“ π“Œ‘π¥Ÿ  I. ™◊ËÕ‡√◊ËÕß

211

ISBN  974 - 323 - 548 - 5

æ√–æ‘¶‡π» ¡À“‡∑æŒ‘π¥Ÿ ™¡æŸ∑«’ª·≈–Õÿ…“§‡π¬å | ‰¡‡§‘≈ ‰√∑
GANESHA The Great Hindu God in India and Southeast Asia | Michael Wright

æ‘¡æå§√—Èß·√° : °√°Æ“§¡ 2548
æ‘¡æå§√—Èß∑’Ë 2 : ∏—π«“§¡ 2550

√“§“ 180 ∫“∑

ë ºŸâ®—¥°“√ ”π—°æ‘¡æå :  ÿ™“μ‘ »√’ ÿ«√√≥ ë ºŸâ™à«¬ºŸâ®—¥°“√ ”π—°æ‘¡æå : ª√–¬ß§å §ß‡¡◊Õß
ë ∫√√≥“∏‘°“√∫√‘À“√ :  ÿ≈—°…≥å ∫ÿπª“π ë ∫√√≥“∏‘°“√ ”π—°æ‘¡æå : »‘√‘æß…å «‘∑¬«‘‚√®πå
ë ºŸâ™à«¬∫√√≥“∏‘°“√ : Õæ‘ ‘∑∏‘Ï ∏’√–®“√ÿ«√√≥ ë æ‘ Ÿ®πåÕ—°…√ : æ—∑πåπ≈‘π Õ‘π∑√ÀÕ¡
ë »‘≈ª°√√¡ | ÕÕ°·∫∫ª° : «√æß»å º¥ÿß™Õ∫ ë ª√–™“ —¡æ—π∏å : ®‘μ«‘¡≈ ¡“‚π™≠å√—μπ

∫√‘…—∑ ¡μ‘™π ®”°—¥ (¡À“™π) : 12 ∂ππ‡∑»∫“≈πƒ¡“≈ ª√–™“π‘‡«»πå 1 ‡¢μ®μÿ®—°√ °√ÿß‡∑æœ 10900
‚∑√»—æ∑å 0-2580-0021 μàÕ 1335 ‚∑√ “√ 0-2589-5818
·¡àæ‘¡æå ’-¢“«¥” : °Õßæ‘¡æå ’ ∫√‘…—∑ ¡μ‘™π ®”°—¥ (¡À“™π) 12 ∂ππ‡∑»∫“≈πƒ¡“≈ ª√–™“π‘‡«»πå 1 ‡¢μ®μÿ®—°√
°√ÿß‡∑æœ 10900 ‚∑√»—æ∑å 0-2580-0021 μàÕ 2400-2402
æ‘¡æå∑’Ë : ‚√ßæ‘¡æå¡μ‘™πª“°‡°√Á¥ 27/1 À¡Ÿà 5 ∂ππ ÿ¢“ª√–™“ √√§å 2 μ”∫≈∫“ßæŸ¥ Õ”‡¿Õª“°‡°√Á¥ ππ∑∫ÿ√’ 11120
‚∑√»—æ∑å 0-2584-2133, 0-2582-0596 ‚∑√ “√ 0-2582-0597
®—¥®”Àπà“¬‚¥¬ : ∫√‘…—∑ ß“π¥’ ®”°—¥ („π‡§√◊Õ¡μ‘™π) 12 ∂ππ‡∑»∫“≈πƒ¡“≈ ª√–™“π‘‡«»πå 1 ‡¢μ®μÿ®—°√
°√ÿß‡∑æœ 10900 ‚∑√»—æ∑å 0-2580-0021 μàÕ 3305, 3306 ‚∑√ “√ 0-2580-0558
Matichon Publishing House a division of Matichon Public Co.,Ltd. 12 Tethsabannarueman Rd,
Prachanivate 1, Chatuchak, Bangkok 10900 Thailand

¿“æª°

 ”π—°æ‘¡æå¡μ‘™π ë www.matichonbook.com

æ√–æ‘¶‡π» À≈àÕ¥â«¬´’‡¡πμå
ÕÕ°·∫∫‚¥¬ »“ μ√“®“√¬å»‘≈ªá æ’√–»√’  ªíôπ‚¥¬ π“¬™‘Èπ ™◊Ëπª√– ‘∑∏‘Ï
Õ¬Ÿà„π∫√‘‡«≥«‘∑¬“≈—¬π“Ø»‘≈ªá °√¡»‘≈ª“°√
Ganesha, cement, designed by Silpa Birasri, cast by Chin Chuenprasit,
College of Dance, Fine Arts Dept.

æ√–æ‘¶‡π»°—∫§Õ¡æ‘«‡μÕ√å —¡ƒ∑∏‘Ï
ÕÕ°·∫∫·≈–ªíôπ‚¥¬ μ‘  – √≥ ‘ßÀ– ª√–μ‘¡“°√™“«≈—ß°“
Ganesha at the Computer, by Tissa Ranasinghe, Sri Lankan sculptor.



 C O N T E N T

§”π”
Preface

1 æ√–æ‘¶‡π» ‡∑ææ◊Èπ‡¡◊ÕßºŸâª≈¥Õÿª √√§
 Ganesha, Remover of Obstacles

2 ª√–«—μ‘§«“¡‡ªìπ¡“
The Origins of Ganesha

3 ª√ÿß·μàß‡∑ææ◊Èπ‡¡◊Õß„Àâ‡ªìπ‡∑æŒ‘π¥Ÿ
Ganesha Enters Hinduism

4 æ√–ºŸâ‡ªìπ‡®â“ Ÿß ÿ¥
Ganesha as Highest Godhead

5 æ√–æ‘¶‡π»„πÕÿ…“§‡π¬å
Ganesha in Southeast Asia

6 æ√–æ‘¶‡π»·∫∫¥÷°¥”∫√√æå
The Prehistory of Ganesha

7

11

15

19

25

31

35

“ √ ∫— ≠



7 æ√–æ‘¶‡π» ¡—¬§≈“  ‘§
Ganesha in the Classical Age

8 æ√–æ‘¶‡π» ¡—¬°≈“ß
Ganesha in the Middle Ages

9 æ√–æ‘¶‡π» ¡—¬„À¡à
Ganesha in Modern Times

10 æ√–æ‘¶‡π»°—∫Õπ“§μ
Ganesha and the Future

√Ÿª·∫∫¢Õßæ√–æ‘¶‡π» μ“¡∏¬“π‚»≈° 32 √Ÿª·∫∫
32 Forms of Ganesha from the Dhyana Shlokas

¿“§ºπ«°
Appendix

49

61

77

89

95

129

  “ √ ∫— ≠
CONTENT



§π ¡—¬„À¡àÀ≈“¬§π¥Ÿ§μ‘‚∫√“≥·≈â« √ÿª«à“ ç≈â“ ¡—¬

‰¡à¡’ª√–‚¬™πåé Õ¬à“ß‡™àπ§π ¡—¬π’È®–‰ª π„®æ√–æ‘¶‡π»‰¥â

Õ¬à“ß‰√? „§√®–‰ª π„®‡∑æ‡®â“∑’Ëμ—«‡ªìπ∑“√°, À—«‡ªìπ™â“ß?

Õ¬à“ß‰√°Á¥’À“°»÷°…“‡√◊ËÕßπ’È„Àâ≈÷°, ‡∑æ‡®â“ª√–À≈“¥Õß§å

π’È “¡“√∂™à«¬‡√“„Àâ‡¢â“„®æ—≤π“°“√ª√–À≈“¥¢Õß®‘μ¡πÿ…¬å,

·≈–«‘«—≤π“°“√ª√–À≈“¥¢Õß —ß§¡

Many modern people tend to view the ancient past as being
backward and useless. For instance why should a modern person be
interested in Ganapati? Why be interested in a god with the body of
an infant and the head of an elephant?

However, careful study reveals that this strange god can tell us
much about why the human psychedevelops in strange ways, and
why human society is much more strange and unpredictable than we
would like it to be.

§Ì “ πÌ “
Pre f a ce
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 √ß π“π ‰¡àμâÕß®â“ßæ√“À¡≥å „§√Ê °Á “¡“√∂∫Ÿ™“æ√–æ‘¶‡π»‰¥â¥â«¬μπ‡Õß ‚¥¬

∂«“¬¥Õ°‰¡â º≈‰¡â °≈â«¬ ÕâÕ¬ ·≈– (Õ¬à“≈◊¡) ¢π¡À«“π∑ÿ°™π‘¥ æ√–æ‘¶‡π»º‘¥

°—∫¡À“‡∑æÕ◊ËπÊ μ√ß∑’Ë∑à“π‡ªìπæ√–ºŸâ‡ªìπ‡®â“∑’ËÕ“√¡≥å¥’ ¡’‡»’¬√‡ªìπ™â“ß √à“ß°“¬
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πƒμ¬§≥∫¥’ ·∫∫√—∞‚Õ√‘  “

Dancing Ganapati, Orissa style

1æ √ – æ‘ ¶ ‡ π »   ‡ ∑ æ æ◊È π ‡ ¡◊ Õ ß ºŸâ ª ≈ ¥ Õÿ ª   √ √ §
G a n e s h a,  R e m o v e r  o f  O b s t a c l e s

Ganesha, is one of the most widely revered gods of Hinduism, not only in India. A
powerful god, he is also a humble one, available to all classes of people, and to the
virtuous and sinneres alike. With his large ears he listens to the prayers of the mighty
and the lowly without distinction.

Ganesha, is easy to worship. He does not demand ritual purity or the service of
Brahmins. Anyone can worship him with fruit, sugar cane and flowers and, of course,
the sweets he dotes on. In many way he is a child, like the Ninyo of the Latin Ca-
tholics, and indeed in South India he is called Pullaiyar, the Infant. Unlike most forms of
god he is also humerous, with his ridiculous elephantûs head, fat babyûs body, riding on
a mouse, and he loves to dance, not necessarily to crush a demon or to create or
destroy the universe, but simply for fun.

At one level, Ganesha is very like Santa Claus. Fat and jolly, with a red face and
white body, he is the life-giving Sun who comes riding on the rain-giving clouds, with
gifts for all.
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Ganesha conquering the demons
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At another level, Ganesha is a philo-
sopher and master of letters and literature.
With his broken tusk he wrote down the
Mahabharata at the sage Vyasaûs dictation.
He is therefore worshipped by students,
particularly before an examination.

Another of Ganeshaûs roles is that
of local divinity, guarding homes and roads.
He watches over doors, crossroads and
dangerous curves, assuring the safety of
those who acknowledge him as they come
and go. In India one may often see his
image near the floor beside the door, or at

the roadside, like a Chinese earth-god.
But Ganeshaûs most important role

is that of çLord of Beginningsé. Whoever
intends to build a house, start a business,
set out on a journey, open an account, or
worship other gods, should begin with a
prayer to Ganesha to ensure sucess.

Why should Ganesha be worshipped
before all other gods? The answer may be
that Ganesha is older than all the other,
higher gods with human faces.


