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Ganesha, cement, designed by Silpa Birasri, cast by Chin Chuenprasit,
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Ganesha at the Computer, by Tissa Ranasinghe, Sri Lankan sculptor.
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Many modern people tend to view the ancient past as being
backward and useless. For instance why should a modern person be
interested in Ganapati? Why be interested in a god with the body of
an infant and the head of an elephant?

However, careful study reveals that this strange god can tell us
much about why the human psychedevelops in strange ways, and
why human society is much more strange and unpredictable than we
would like it to be.
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Ganesha, is one of the most widely revered gods of Hinduism, not only in India. A
powerful god, he is also a humble one, available to all classes of people, and to the
virtuous and sinneres alike. With his large ears he listens to the prayers of the mighty
and the lowly without distinction.

Ganesha, is easy to worship. He does not demand ritual purity or the service of
Brahmins. Anyone can worship him with fruit, sugar cane and flowers and, of course,
the sweets he dotes on. In many way he is a child, like the Ninyo of the Latin Ca-
tholics, and indeed in South India he is called Pullaiyar, the Infant. Unlike most forms of
god he is also humerous, with his ridiculous elephant’s head, fat baby’s body, riding on
a mouse, and he loves to dance, not necessarily to crush a demon or to create or
destroy the universe, but simply for fun.

At one level, Ganesha is very like Santa Claus. Fat and jolly, with a red face and
white body, he is the life-giving Sun who comes riding on the rain-giving clouds, with
gifts for all.
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Dancing Ganapati, Orissa style
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