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CHAPTER |
Introduction to Writing

Mr.Chalermsuk Booncompa

Objectives:

Having finished this chapter, the learners will be able to

Topics:

—| | 2.°..0¢ 1 (1-16).pmd

1.

explain the meaning of writing,

2. tell kinds of writing,
3.
4. analyze the rhetoric of writing

tell the purposes of writing

Meaning of writing
Kinds of writing

Purposes of writing
Rhetoric of writing
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2 Writing Articles on Buddhism

There are four kinds of communication: speaking, listening, writing
and reading. Writing, however, is an effective way to communicate amongst
people in society, in the form of drawing alphabetic-symbols onto paper.
It said that writing is both a science and an art. There are various forms of
writing, and this information comes in many forms and many styles.
Even more than this, there is a genre of writing known as academic articles,
and there is a subdivision: Buddhist articles, written to express the nature
of Buddhist teachings. Before actually sitting down to perform academic-
writing, it is very important to learn the meaning of writing, kinds of writing,
purposes of writing and the rhetoric of writing — in order to be an effective
writer. Therefore, this chapter expresses the four functions of writing.

1.1 Meaning of Writing

What is the meaning of writing ? Writing is a form of representing
a language and sharing information between people in the society and around
the world. It is expressed through alphabetic symbols, in the conventional
form of letters, by an instrument, such as a pen or pencil, used for drawing
such symbols onto paper, used for writing. Today, we also have computers
used for typing that do away with the need for paper and pencil writing.
Writing, however, has at least three characteristics:

e The act or art of forming letters and characters on paper, wood,
stone, or other material, for the purpose of recording ideas which
these certain markings, characters or words express — being the
communication to others by visible signs.

e Anything written or printed - expressed in characters or letters.

e Any legal instrument, enforceable with signatures: such as a deed,
a receipt, a bond, an agreement, etc.

—l | 2.0.0¢ 1 (1-16).pmd 2 26/12/2555, 14:23



Chapter 1 Introduction to writing 3

There are numerous other definitions of writing, more than what was
given above; however, it might be important to say that the meaning of
writing means something different to everyone. Regardless, there are three
main goals of writing. The primary goal in writing is to inform others through
literature. Inrecent times, since writing has changed, people have used the
skill of writing to appeal to others, to make an argument, or to convince
others to agree with them. They use writing to generate emotional factors
to accentuate everyday life. Very few people write for pure enjoyment, sharing
their gift of writing with others. Writing is a blessing which many have yet
to discover. To discover the meaning, one must do it and see what it means
to them.

The visible recording of languages is peculiar to the human species.
Writing enables the transmission of ideas over vast distances of time and
space and has been determined as a prerequisite for what we consider as
an aspect to complex civilizations. Where, and by whom writing was first
developed remains relatively unknown, but scholars place the beginning of
writing around 6,000 BCE.

The norm of writing is phonemic. Itattempts to symbolize all significant
sounds of the language and no others - phonetics. When the goal of establishing
one letter for one phoneme (and vice versa), the result is a complete alphabet.
Few alphabets attain this phonemic ideal, but some ancient ones (e.g., Sanskrit)
and some modern new ones (e.g., Finnish) have been very successful.
The contemporary important writing-style not of an alphabetic-type is that
in Chinese characters, in which thousands of symbols are used, each
representing a word or concept, and Japanese, where each character represents
a syllable. The Chinese system is distant enough from the spoken language

—l | 2.0.0¢ 1 (1-16).pmd 3 26/12/2555, 14:23



4 Writing Articles on Buddhism

that the same characters are used in writing mutually unintelligible dialects,
e.g., Cantonese and Mandarin.

In some languages, like English or French, the modern freezing
of spelling has removed the writing more and more from pronunciation
and has resulted in the need to teach spelling and the growth of fallacies
like the “silent” letter (a letter is really either the symbol of a sound or it
becomes unnecessary). Writing was developed independently in Egypt (see
hieroglyphics, though their writing was influenced by earlier Nubian forms),
Mesopotamia (see cuneiform), China, and among the Zapotec, Olmec, and
Maya in Central America. There are some areas where the question as to
whether writing was adopted or independently developed is in doubt, as in
the circumstances pertaining to the civilization at Easter Island. Ancient
writing, at first pictographic in nature, is best known from stone and clay
inscriptions as also found from stone-age temples in Turkey, but the use
of perishable materials, mainly palm leaf, papyrus, and paper, began in
ancient times.

1.2 Kinds of Writing

Writing can be classified into six features:
1. Story Narratives
2. Expository Writing
3. Explanatory Writing
4. Persuasive Writing
5. Comparative Writing
6. Personal Narratives
The details of each type will be explained in the following passages.

—l | 2.0.0¢ 1 (1-16).pmd 4 26/12/2555, 14:23



Chapter 1 Introduction to writing 5

1.2.1 Story Narratives

Story narratives are a way to explain important details inside original
works for both writing and speaking. It is the process of preparing the details
to answer the questions to the subject matter of this story. The easy explanation
for this term is: the way to narrate the main point of the story or the narration
of the detail inside the story for its specific purpose.

A good story entertains the audience. This means that a reader stays
interested from the beginning to the end of the story. A favorite character,
a special setting, and surprising events make a story fun to read and keep
the reader interested. These are the elements a writer uses to create a story.

e Characters: people in the story who carry out the action.

e The plot: what happens in the story and what the characters do.

e Dialogue: conversation between characters that brings the story to life.
e Setting: the story’s time and place.

e Sequence of events: the order of how things happen.

Through the power of the imagination, these stories often discuss
some problem, and how the characters solve it. A story comes to life through
vivid descriptions, sensory images and original events.

1.2.2 Expository Writing

What is Expository Writing ? Exposition is a type of oral or written
discourse that is used to explain, describe, give information or inform.
The creator of an expository text cannot assume that the reader or listener
has prior knowledge or prior understanding of the topic that is being discussed.
One important point to keep in mind for an author is to try to use words that
clearly show what they are talking about rather than blatantly telling the
reader what is being discussed. Since clarity requires strong organization,

—l | 2.0.0¢ 1 (1-16).pmd 5 26/12/2555, 14:23



6 Writing Articles on Buddhism

one of the most important mechanisms that can be used to improve skills in
exposition is to provide directions to improve the organization of the text.

Expository writing informs the reader. To make reports stronger,
descriptions are used to help others “see” your ideas, sharing information
that an audience may not already know. How can this be done ?

e Gather facts from books, magazines, and the Internet.

e Make a plan: organize facts and observations in an outline.

e Develop the main idea with vivid, unusual details.

e Write a clear beginning, interesting middle, and a strong ending.

e Add interest to reports with photographs, drawings, a chart or
a graph.

Why teach exposition? Let’s think about the type of writing that most
of us encounter in our daily lives. When you pick up and read a non-fiction
book, magazine, or newspaper, article, the author uses expository writing
to inform you, the reader, about the topic. At school, students are required
to submit school exams and research papers as a means for their teachers
to assess or grade their progress. Finally, at work, people are required to produce
business reports and memorandums to inform their superiors and co-workers
about the occurrences that take place at other levels of the company.
Inaddition, oral exposition is primarily observed in oral academic presentations,
business talks, and speeches that are delivered to a group of people. As each
of these different cases illustrate, expository writing and speech surround us
in our everyday lives. The primary intent of an expository writing program
will be to help move students closer to mastering the how, when, and where
to select different oral and written expository styles for a variety of real
world contexts.

—l | 2.0.0¢ 1 (1-16).pmd 6 26/12/2555, 14:23



Chapter 1 Introduction to writing 7

Students will greatly benefit from understanding the varying types of
oral and writing styles they can use for academic and workplace activities.
The following information discusses the different types of writing that can
be used and provides examples of some expository writing prompts that
someone may be expected to encounter.

1.2.3 Explanatory Writing
Writing that explains rules or gives instructions is called explanatory
writing. Sometimes it is called “how-to” writing. It lists the materials,
equipment, or ingredients you need, and then gives each step:
e Make it easy for readers to follow your steps, listing them by number.
e Use time-order words (first, second, third, next, and last), that tell
when to do each step.
e Give space-order details for size, shape, color, and position.
e Use space-order words, like: below, over and beside.
e Give details so the reader can “see” each step.
e Drawings or diagrams can show readers if they are on the right track.

1.2.4 Persuasive Writing
Persuasive writing is the way of writing to persuade the readers to do
something or to think in the same way with the writers. Good persuasive
writing convinces a reader to think or behave a certain way. This type of
writing gives chances to express thoughts and opinions on a topic. The most
convincing arguments give facts and reasons to back up the writer’s position.
How do you think persuasion is used every day?
e Reviews: A good review by a critic can sway an audience’s opinion
abouta book, movie, TV show, or play. A book-review by a classmate
can influence what you choose to read.

—l | 2.0.0¢ 1 (1-16).pmd 7 26/12/2555, 14:23



Writing Articles on Buddhism

Advertisements: These encourage people to buy things or attend
special events. Notice that they are created to entice, persuade, or
create opinions.

Editorials: Newspaper editorials can reach a large audience. Often
strong feelings are shown in articles about political events or human
interest stories.

Here are some additional tips to strengthen persuasive writing:

Start by summarizing a few important facts.

State your own opinions or feelings.

Use strong verbs to make a point, such as | think, I believe, or you
can, you must, you should - except when writing in religious studies,
where this type of personalization is generally forbidden.

Use facts to support your opinion.

Express powerful feelings with vivid adjectives, such as important,
serious, or exciting.

Express what you want your audience to do or think in easy-to-
understand language.

Comparative Writing:

Even when unaware of it, people still look at things comparatively.

In your mind, you are taking note of how things are similar and different.

It’s a way to tell one thing from another. Writing that compares a subject

or object tells how two things are alike or different. You can compare two

or more people, places, things, animals, or ideas. Good comparative writing

comprises:

—| | 2.°..0¢ 1 (1-16).pmd
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Chapter 1 Introduction to writing 9

the introduction of a clear main idea.

gives similarities and differences, or advantages and disadvantages,
of two things.
gives details that help the reader “see” the comparisons.

uses comparative words, such as: also, like, but, and in the same way.

organizes facts and ideas logically.

You can use writing that compares for many different purposes-book
reports, news stories, science papers, and even travel guides.

1.2.5 Writing the Narrative

When the basic idea of the story is known, the author can begin to
compose thoughts towards the basic narrative or idea of the story. It must
contain the definite beginning, middle and end. Paragraphing isn’t as important
as chronological order of events in the story. The narrative format is based
on telling a story in a logical order. A story should be told with passion and
with a clear progression from the beginning to the end. Dialogue and details
add to the quality of the story as do descriptions filling out the scenes.
Remember, when writing a narrative:

e Keep to the story you are telling. Do not stray or go off on
a tangent. Do not tell a story within a story.

e Make sure that the events in your story happen in a chronological
order. Do not skip around in your telling of the story or jump from
one event to another or suddenly change scene.

e Use great vocabulary. You want to show that you have a good
command of words that are above and beyond those that the average
person knows.

—l | 2.0.0¢ 1 (1-16).pmd 9 26/12/2555, 14:23
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Writing Articles on Buddhism

e Use dialogue or other creative writing strategies somewhere in
your story.

e Use similes and strong verbs to enhance descriptions.

e Make sure that enough details are included to make the story
interesting to the reader, to keep him/her hooked.

e \Write with a clear voice. Pick whether you want to write using “1”
or a third person (he or she) and stick with it.

When writing the narrative, you should follow the following structure®:
e Beginning:

* Begin with a “grabber” to hook your reader.

* Describe scene.

* Introduce characters.

e Middle:

* Develop story with at least one specific incident or happening.

* Keep your happenings in the correct order for time.

e Include descriptions where the action takes place. A conversation
might work well here. This is a good place for a simile or two
or even a bit of humor.

e End:

* Bring story to a close, referring to events in the story for
continuity. Wrap it up with a satisfying ending, a zinger, or
a humorous comment to leave your reader with a feeling of
completion.

! Jane Bell Kiester, Blowing Away the State Writing Assessment Test, Maupin

House Publishing, 2006.
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