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Core Skill Guides

SKILL GUIDE 1: READING GRAPHS & CHARTS

Overview

Graphs and charts appear frequently on the GED Social Studies test. This guide teaches
students how to extract information quickly and accurately from any type of graph or chart.

[

3-STEP STRATEGY FOR READING ANY GRAPH
Step 1: Identify the Type of Graph

» Line graph: Shows trends over time
* Bar chart: Compares quantities across categories
» Pie chart: Shows parts of a whole (percentages)

» Scatter plot: Shows relationships between two variables

Step 2: Read the Labels
*  What is the title? (What does this graph show?)

*  What is on the x-axis? (Horizontal)
* What is on the y-axis? (Vertical)
*  What units are being used? (Dollars, percentages, millions, etc.)

» Is there a legend? (What do the colors/symbols mean?)

Step 3: Extract the Information

* What is the highest/lowest value?
*  What is the trend? (Going up, down, staying the same?)
*  What patterns do you notice?

* What is the main point the graph is showing?
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REAL GED-STYLE EXAMPLE: LINE GRAPH

The Graph: U.S. Unemployment Rate (2010-2023)
Reading the Graph

Title: U.S. Unemployment Rate (2010-2023)

*This graph shows how unemployment changed
over 13 years

X-axis (Horizontal): Years from 2010 to 2023

*Each point represents one year

Y-axis (Vertical): Unemployment Rate (%)
*Ranges from 0% to 9%

*Each line represents 1% increase

What the Graph Shows:

* 2010: Unemployment was about 9% (highest point)

* 2010-2016: Unemployment decreased steadily

* 2016-2020: Unemployment stayed low (around 3-4%)

* 2020: Unemployment spiked to about 8% (COVID-19 pandemic)
* 2020-2023: Unemployment decreased back to about 3%

Main Point: Unemployment has generally decreased since 2010, with a temporary spike in
2020.

GED-STYLE QUESTION

Question: Based on the graph, which statement best describes the trend in unemployment
from 2010 to 2023?

A) Unemployment increased every year

B) Unemployment decreased overall, with a temporary increase in 2020
C) Unemployment stayed the same throughout the period

D) Unemployment was highest in 2023

GED SOCIAL STUDIES * VISUAL SKILLS TOOLKIT * CORE SKILL GUIDES Page 2



Answer: B

Why This Is Correct: The graph clearly shows unemployment starting high in 2010,
decreasing steadily through 2016-2020, spiking in 2020, then decreasing again. This matches
option B perfectly.

Why Other Answers Are Wrong:

A) False — Unemployment did not increase every year; it decreased overall
C) False — The graph clearly shows changes in unemployment
D) False — Unemployment was highest in 2010, not 2023

COMMON MISTAKES STUDENTS MAKE

Mistake 1: Not Reading the Scale

» Students might think a graph shows a bigger change than it actually does
» Always check the y-axis scale (is it 0-10 or 0-1007?)

Mistake 2: Confusing Correlation with Causation

» Just because two things happen at the same time doesn't mean one caused the other
* Example: Unemployment went up in 2020, so the government caused unemployment

* Reality: A pandemic caused both unemployment and government response

Mistake 3: Missing the Legend

» If'there are multiple lines or colors, always check what they represent

* Don't assume you know what the colors mean

Mistake 4: Ignoring the Title

» The title tells you what the graph is about
* Always read it first

Mistake 5: Making Assumptions

» Stick to what the graph actually shows

* Don't add information from your own knowledge
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QUICK PRACTICE QUESTION

Graph: Average Gas Prices (2015-2023)

Question: In which year was the average gas price
highest?

A) 2015
B) 2018
C) 2020
D) 2022

Answer: D

Explanation: Looking at the graph, the highest point is in 2022, where gas prices reached
approximately $3.80-$4.00 per gallon.

REAL-WORLD CONNECTION

Why This Matters: Understanding graphs helps you make informed decisions about:
» (Qas prices and transportation costs
* Inflation and cost of living
* Job market trends
* Stock market performance
* Climate data and weather patterns

* Healthcare statistics

Example: If you see a graph showing gas prices are trending up, you might decide to carpool
or use public transportation to save money.

.
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