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Introduction to Korean Alphabet

Learning Objectives

Students will be able to identify and distinguish the 19 Korean
consonants.

Students will be able to identify and distinguish the 21 Korean
vowels.

Students will be able to demonstrate an understanding of the
structuraland phonological features of the Korean writing system.




PART 1. 19 Consonants

Sound* | kK n t /I m p s n t t& kK t p  h
symbol 7 . £ 2 B H X O X x A E O $
initial
It/
a2 2t 33
7t final 7t
v
of
°°"s°(3:£§.+,at) 2 & ot 2 of H A (OF X X F+ EF o Gt
+0)
Sound k* t p*  s* te*
symbol ™ IC HH M XX
Consonants I} [} M i}

! The romanization of sounds of Korean followed IPA (International Phonetic Alphabet).

2 The shape of 71 should be written in a slightly different way. When it is placed on the upper part of the
syllable it should be written straight down, while placed on the left it should be written in a curved shape.

3 The same writing rule of 71 should be applied to =.
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The pronunciation of syllable-final consonants

Final

Consonant 7T 3 M L C A M X X E ¢ 2 O H @m o
Example of | of | Qb gt oh g o e Y Y
Pronunciation T L C 2 o H o

An important feature in Korean is a phonological constraint on the final
phoneme (coda): only seven phonemes (71, L, £, 2, 0, 5, o) are allowed as the
final phonemes, whereas 18 consonants (consonant ©/n/ is excluded) are allowed
intheinitial phoneme (onset) (C-Y, Kim, 2022). Therefore even though 2 and 2 have
different final consonants, they are pronounced as the same sound [2]. In a same
way, 2 9F *F,SE 3,2 and 2 should be pronounced as [2]. €, % should be pronounced
as [].

The classification of 3 categories of consonants

Lenis M C H A x
Aspirated 3 E I *x
Fortis 1L [c HH M x
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PART 2. 21 Vowels

sound a ja A jn 0 jo u ju w i

symbol | F 1 i 4+ u T T - I

word  Ot0]  Offt oML Ot 20| 22 2f &

o
iffs

oA}

IPA qi jagu Amani| jadza oi jori uju juriwt*wm| isa

meaning kid  baseball mother woman cucumber cooking —milk the Imovea

glass best | house

sound e je £ Je we  wa @ WeE wi WA we Wi
symbol | 1 H H o o A A 4 4
word OlHX| oA oi7| Oof7| <A e of?  fIZE f3E OIE Xt
en WA we i

IPA .| jesw  egi | jegi wesik wau we | wiro = khw | u
Az i . dza

sjop tha

meaning energy  yes baby = story eatout wow | why? |comfort workshop waiter chair
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PART 3. Four Types of Syllable Construction

1) Vowel: A vowel alone can construct a syllable. e.g., Of

2) Vowel+Consonant: The combination of a vowel and a consonant can construct
asyllable. e.g., 2

3) Consonant+Vowel: The combination of a consonant and a vowel can construct
asyllable. e.g., 7t

4) Consonant+Vowel+Consonant: The combination of a consonant and a vowel

and a consonant can construct a syllable. e.g., Z

PART 4. Correct Korean Writing & Pronunciation

1) How can we write Korean sentences properly?
When you write a syllable, try to write from left to right and from top to bottom.
And try to leave space between words while markers and particles stay together.
e.g.) | am Thai.----> X = Ef =5 AFEH0[01| 2.

2) How can we pronounce Korean correctly?
When a vowel comes after the final consonant, the final consonant moves over
to the second syllable and is pronounced accordingly.
e.g.) ZOHHX| [St2tH X[]*

S [£2]
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