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FORWORD

This book on modern architecture in Chiang Mai
University modern architecture (1960-1990) is the
culmination of a dedicated project documenting
the university's modern architectural heritage.
It was produced by the group “Docomomo
Thai” (the Thai working group for Documenta-
tion and Conservation of Buildings, Sites, and
Neighborhoods of the Modern Movement) in
collaboration with the Faculty of Architecture,
Chiang Mai University, with the cooperation
and information provided by the university.
And for the 60th anniversary of the university’s
establishment, this project also serves as a
physical record to commemorate this milestone.
Financial support for the project was provided
by the An Nimmanahaeminda Foundation, while
essential data and resources were contributed by
Chiang Mai University.

Docomomo Thai entrusted the group “On Behalf;"
led by Ms.Pattamond Niyomca, an alumni and
part-time lecturer at the Faculty of Architecture,
Chiang Mai University, to oversee the survey
and compilation of data on campus layouts and
architectural works from the university’s founding
era (1960s-1990s). Additionally, Docomomo Thai
selected 23 significant and outstanding modern
buildings on the campus, documenting their
history, layouts, and current photographs.

Modern Thai architecture currently faces numer-
ous threats, including demolition and alteration,
often with little regard for its historical and cul-
tural significance. These buildings are frequently
dismissed as outdated relics. However, a growing
global movement emphasizes the importance
of conserving, adapting, and reusing modernist
buildings. Numerous examples of modern archi-
tecture, from individual structures to entire cities,
have been recognized as World Heritage Sites.
Recognizing these trends, Docomomo Thai has
made it a priority to gather and present informa-
tion, histories, and the significance of Thailand’s
modern architectural heritage to raise public
awareness. This initiative seeks to foster collec-
tive appreciation, protection, and sustainable use

of urban spaces without resorting to unnecessary
demolition and reconstruction, thereby conserv-
ing global resources. These efforts align with the
principles of sustainable development, a key ob-
jective for nations worldwide, including Thailand.
Ultimately, the goal is to ensure that the value of
this heritage is preserved and passed on to future
generations.

Pongkwan Lassus
Chairperson,
Docomomo Thai
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PREFACE
ATy

| am deeply grateful to all the supporters and
sources, including articles, publications, stories,
maps, and drawings. And to the most import-
ant key organization, Chiang Mai University, in
keeping historical buildings with care over half a
century. Prof.Suwat Niyomkar for documents and
time, Assoc.ProfWallaluck Tiyaporn for sharing
wonderful memories, Ajarn Pongsawart Niyomca
for walking with me through your beautiful cam-
pus, along with my family and friends in helping
make this book filled with information.

| dedicate this work to architects and engineers,
recorded and unrecorded documents. Especially
to commemorate Mr.Sanan Vasuvat, architect for
the first campus building,on his 100th anniversary
(1924-2024).

Pattamond Niyomca

My inspiration for this documentation work
comes from all the good memories during my
study, using experience and love for architecture.
The 23 buildings are reconfirmed when | have
seen the drawings and realized their design
thinking, which is most concerned with living
quality and very innovative even for today. | hope
this guidebook showing all modern architecture
remains in Chiang Mai University today, helping
to shout out how beautiful our campus is.

Rattanaphorn Aphairat
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Founding of Chiang Mai University
AsneRInINedudedul

Chiang Mai University was the first university
established by the government in a regional
area of Thailand under the Regional Education
Development Project of 1958, since the call for
the expansion of higher education to the regions
in 1950. The demand was finally successful,
causing great pride and joy to the Lanna people.

M.L.Pin Malakul, Minister of Education, chaired
the meeting to establish Chiang Mai University
at Satree Wattanothaipayap School. The meeting
of the 8th Regional Education Development Pro-
ject considered as the first agenda to establish
Chiang Mai University on June 1, 1959,

After the meeting, the Minister of Education sent
a letter to the Prime Minister, on March 1, 1960,
requesting the establishment of Chiang Mai
University.

The beginning of the university establishment
was on March 29, 1960 when the Cabinet resolved
to establish Chiang Mai University and assigned
the Ministry of Education to prepare for its estab-
lishment and opening in 1964.

Prime Minister Field Marshal Sarit Thanarat said,
“This government is a revolutionary government.
If we call Chiang Mai University, it's already a
revolution to call the university after the name of
the city”" please don't let anyone change it into
something else.
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The policy was established by M.L.Pin Malakul,
Minister of Education to prevent children from
flowing into the capital and not returning home
after graduation and to create pride for other chil-
dren who want to study at Chiang Mai University.

The policy are as follow :
-Make it fairly good quality from the start to build
credibility but not excessive in any way.

-Do not copy any particular university or country,
but rather carefully considers and organizes
the design in a way that is thought to be most
beneficial.

-Write laws and establish a form of government to
prevent any irregularities.

-Considering local conditions and preserving
natural beauty.

-Implement according to the needs and require-
ments of the area and in line with the govern-
ment’s Northern Development Plan.

-Facilitate teachers and professors to be in the
workplace and promote them to be more capable.

-In addition to teaching students to gain know
ledge to obtain degrees, associate degrees or
certificates, we must also provide knowledge and
build character.
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On January 15, 1964,

His Majesty the King graciously granted per-
mission for the enactment of the Chiang Mai
University Act of 1964, which was published in
the Government Gazette, Volume 81, Part 7, dated
January 21, 1964, and came into effect from the
day following the announcement in the Govern-
ment Gazette onwards.

On June 18, 1964,
the first day of school at Chiang Mai University.

On January 24, 1965,
His Majesty the King and Her Majesty the Queen
officially opened Chiang Mai University.

On March 7, 2008,
Chiang Mai University changed its status to a
state-controlled university.
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Introduction of the campus
LUZUINAINGEE

Suansak campus is a newly established campus on a 580-rai plot of land next to Huay Kaew Road,
which is the way up to pay homage to Phra Tat Doi Suthep and Phuping Palace. Prof. An Nimmana-
haeminda began planning in April 1960 and proposed to the committee on December 10, 1961. Later,
the Ministry of Education, through M.L.Pin Malakul, invited Dr. Paul W. Seager and architect from
the Vocational Education Department, Mr.Janejit Kulthonbud, and Ms.Thanya Buathong to develop
master planning. When the university area was extended, there were 3 main entrances connecting to
the public road. The university then separated responsible into 3 parts and later on merged college into
the student dormitory office :

A. Office of the President : Control and provide academic services, organize activities, and welfare.

B. Faculty : Education and Research

C. College : Boarding dormitory, guidance, and general teaching.

E]qmuaﬂ (Mair) campus) ‘
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Suan Dok campus is mainly for medical science study. It was formed by transferring land ownership
of the former Nakorn Chiang Mai Municipality hospital and buildings, along with the Department of
Health's midwifery school buildings, to the Faculty of Medicine, Chiang Mai University, including some
houses and dormitories built while still under the University of Medical Science. When the 7-storey
building was built to serve as an educational institution and provide medical care with a 500-bed
hospital service, various departments were upgraded to become faculties with permanent offices.

Heeumen (Medical Science study)
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01 Faculty of Humanities
02 Faculty of Education
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04 Faculty of Social Sciences
05 Faculty of Science
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ZONING
Chiang Mai University (CMU)
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A Operation

B Education

C Residential

D Cafeteria

E Library

F Sport center

G Convention center
H Art center

| Reservoir
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06 Faculty of Engineering

08 Faculty of Agriculture
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16 Faculty of Economics

17 Faculty of Architecture

18 Faculty of Mass Communication

19 Faculty of Political Science and
Public Administration

20 Faculty of Law

21 College of Art, Media and Technology
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Keyplan and Historical Timeline
urudavInendonarnsiUisunladluusazdiana

In 1964, Chiang Mai University did not have as
much space as today. There is only one entrance,
and priority is given to the building located in
front of the university. The government attaches
great importance to the establishment of this first
regional university because it is a demonstration
of being equal to foreign countries according to
the principles of the United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO),
which is divided into 8 subjects: 1.Human-
ities 2.Education 3.Fine Arts 4.Social Sciences
5.Science 6.Engineering 7.Medical Science
8.Agriculture

Chiang Mai University is the representative of
Thai education reform. Various operations are
therefore in response to government policy,
which is reflected in the architecture of various
eras. It overlaps with both pro-Thai policy and
creating a modern state.

The data collection within Chiang Mai University
was therefore set intime from the planning of the
master plan until the permanent office building of
the Faculty of Fine Arts was completed, which is
the completion to the established goal between
1960 and 1990.

The sequence of faculty establishment is as
follows:

1964 Humanities
Social Sciences
Science

1965 Medicine

1967 Agriculture

1968 Education

1970 Engineering

1983 Fine Arts
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1964

2 1963
1965

Suansak
Main Campus

1973 6
1969

A

Keyplan 1990
Faculty Building
WHUAILERIDIATARIEAIN W.A.2533

1990

1966

Suandok

Campus
1969

FACULTY BUILDING
91A1IBHUVBINATAINY

1 Faculty of Humanities

2 Faculty of Social Sciences
3 Faculty of Science

4 Faculty of Medicine

5 Faculty of Agriculture

6 Faculty of Education

7 Faculty of Engineering

8 Faculty of Fine Arts
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Keyplan and Historical Timeline
Modern Architecture 1960-1990 A.D.
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Keyplan 2024

Modern Architecture grouping
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Suansak
Main Campus

15

Suandok
Campus

21
18 19

MODERN ARCHITECTURE GROUPING
in Chiang Mai University
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2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

Angkaew village
Angkaew dormitory
Sala Tham
Operation

Three faculties
Faihin village
Library

Romsak village
Suthep village

10 Student dormitory

1

Faculty of Engineering

12 Faculty of Education

13 Sport center

14 Pailom village

15 Kaset village

16 Faculty of Agriculture

17 Faculty of Pharmacy and Dentistry

18 Medical Science village

19 Suandok village

20 Faculty of Medicine

21 Water tank village

22 Hospital residence

23 Former Nakorn Chiang Mai Hospital
(Suandok hospital)
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