


Monkey Series

Monkey Makes Havoc in Heaven
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The MONKEY SERIES are picture books based on the ancient

Chinese fantasy novel Journey to the West, a story rich in tales about
demons and monsters who try to stop the Tang Priest Xuanzang from
reaching the Thunder Monastery in India to fetch Buddhist scriptures. The
real hero of this novel, loved for four hundred years by Chinese readers, is
the resourceful, brave and humorous Monkey.
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The Beginnings of Monkey
TR EE R E

The beginnings of Monkey tells how Monkey is born when a
magic stone on the Mountain of Flowers and Fruit splits open, how

he becomes the Handsome Monkey King, how he sails across
the seas to learn great magical powers, and how he comes back
home to deal with the demons who have taken over the Mountain
of Flowers and Fruit.
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B The Beginnings of Monkey

Long, long ago there was a country named Aolai in the Eastern
Continent. This country was by an ocean, and in the middle of the
ocean was an island called the Mountain of Flowers and Fruit, a
mountain with crystal spring water, pines, cypresses, exotic flow-
ers and fruit trees. On the top of this mountain there was a magic
stone.
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FTURRARHIART : REK 1 TURREHRIERT 7

Ever since creation, this stone had been shone on by the sun
and the moon and moistened by rain and dew. One day there was
suddenly a great noise as the stone split and a stone egg jumped
out. When the wind blew on it this egg turned into a stone monkey.
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g The Beginnings of Monkey

Everything was new to the baby monkey. He was curious
about everything and learned to crawl and walk. Soon he was able

to run and jump, eat wild fruit and drink from streams.
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FTURRARHIART : REK 1 TulRgHaoaRg o

The stone monkey made friends with other monkeys. One
day they saw a waterfall just like a door curtain in front of
a cliff. One monkey said, “If anyone is clever enough to go
through the fall, find where the water comes from and get out
again in one piece, let's make him our king.”
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10 The Beginnings of Monkey

When this challenge had been shouted three times, the stone
monkey leaped out from the crowd and answered at the top of his

voice, “I'll go, I'll go!” Then he shut his eyes, crouched, and sprang
straight into the waterfall.
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FTURRARHIART : REk 1 FTuRRgssaaRg 11

When he opened his eyes and looked round, he saw an iron
bridge in front of him. On one side of the bridge there was a stone
cave. Then he noticed a stone tablet on which was carved: HAP-
PY LAND OF THE MOUNTAIN OF FLOWERS AND FRUIT, CAVE
HEAVEN OF THE WATER CURTAIN.
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12 The Beginnings of Monkey

Inside the cave were stone beds, a stone stove, a stone table
and stone benches and chairs. On the stone table were stone

plates and stone bowls. The stone monkey was very happy. “This
is really a wonderful place,” he said. “There’s room for thousands
of us here. Let’s all move in, then we won’t have to put up with any
more nonsense from heaven.”
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FTURRARHIART : REK 1 TukagsaoaRg 13

The stone monkey hurried out and jumped back through the wa-
ter curtain. He told the other monkeys about what he had seen in

the cave. The others were all delighted and asked the stone mon-
key to let them in to have a look. Then the stone monkey leaped
in again, shouting, “Follow me!” The other monkeys all jumped
through.
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14 The Beginnings of Monkey

The monkeys all grabbed plates, snatched bowls, bagged beds
and fought over chairs. They found some wine and peaches for a

feast, then lined up to pay homage, calling the stone monkey “Your
Majesty the King”. Then the stone monkey took the throne and
called himself the Handsome Monkey King.
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FTURRARHIART : REK 1 TukagHaoaRg 15

The Handsome Monkey King took control of his monkeys, apes,
gibbons and others, and chose some as his ministers and officials.
Every morning they roamed the Mountain of Flowers and Fruit and
spent each night in the Water Curtain Cave. They ate fruits when
they were hungry and drank from springs when thirsty. They had
their own king, and they thoroughly enjoyed themselves.
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1H The Beginnings of Monkey

This happy life lasted for hundreds of years. But one day the
Handsome Monkey King suddenly felt miserable and started cry-

ing. The monkeys were worried and they asked, “What’s the mat-
ter, Your Majesty?” “Although we’re happy now,” the Monkey King
replied, “one day we’ll be old and die.” When the monkeys heard
this they all covered their faces and wept.
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FTURRARHIART : REK 1 TukaRgHaoaRg 17

A gibbon came forward and said, “Don’t upset yourself, Your Maj-
esty. We can ask the immortals to teach us how to live forever.”

“Where do they live?” Monkey asked. The ape thought for a mo-
ment and replied, “People say they live in ancient caves on magic
mountains.”
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18 The Beginnings of Monkey

The Monkey King was very pleased. Straight away he ordered
the other monkeys to cut bamboo and trees to make a raft and

gather fruit for him to eat on his voyage. He was to sail the oceans
and go to the edge of the sky to find the immortals and discover
the secret of eternal life.
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FTURRARHIART : REK 1 TukagsaoaRg 1H

The next day the monkeys set out to pick magic peaches, rare
fruits and flowers. Everything was put on the stone benches and

the stone table, with other magic food and wine. The monkeys led
the Handsome Monkey King to the seat of honour and sat down
below him. Each of them took turns to bring him wine and fruit,
and they drank for a whole day.
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20 The Beginnings of Monkey

The next morning the Handsome Monkey King went aboard the
raft, pushed off hard, and floated off on the ocean waves. The

other monkeys stood on the seashore, sad to see him go.
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FTURRARHIART : REK 1 TuRRgREaaRg 21

The Handsome Monkey King on his raft was eager to find a
teacher. Some days later the wind blew him to the shore of the
Southern Continent.
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22 The Beginnings of Monkey

One day the Handsome Monkey King reached the shores of the
Southern Sea. He saw some people moving around. He went up

to them and found they were busy fishing and making nets. When
they saw him they were so scared that they dropped their baskets
and nets and fled.
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FTURRARHIART : REK 1 TulaRgHaoaRg 23

The Monkey King grabbed one of them who was a slow runner,
took his clothes, and dressed himself in them so that he looked
like a human. He swaggered towards the market place.
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24 The Beginnings of Monkey

The Handsome Monkey King was very clever. When he was with
people he peered around and took an interest in everything. He
soon learned to talk, walk and behave just like a human. He went
to many towns and villages, and before he realized it eight or nine
years had passed.

T1Y191U Fnanmartraedsioaamasiiu Weagsiuiuuyws
wisesllsou wazauanaulalunndesavda Tulidh wiABaudn az
Wo Wy wazufiacBseywdld wdunslySadesuwaznginu dee
wanssananaune  uazdAaufiwnaziuisa nanfadaaslyfe waidn
Duar



FTURRARHIART : REK 1 TukaRgHaoaRg 25

Although he asked about immortal gods and Buddhas, the
Monkey King was unable to meet one. He was very worried about

this, and when one day he reached the Great Western Ocean he
thought that there must be immortals on the other side of it. He
made himself another raft and floated across the Western Ocean
until he came to the Western Continent.
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