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Nanos gigantinm bumeris insidentes

To all my teachers who allow me to see further
by standing on their shoulders.



Publisher’s Preface

As a proud publisher, we are
delighted to present the second volume in
our International Affairs Series, American
Foreign Policy in Bite-Sized Chunks by
Thapiporn Suporn. Following the resounding
success of Srefthaplomacy: Thai Foreign
Policy in the Age of Srettha and Beyond, this
latest work continues to exemplify Suporn’s
ability to distill  complex geopolitical
dynamics into engaging and accessible
narratives.

This book comes at a pivotal moment
in history, where the shifting tides of U.S.
foreign policy influence not only global
security but also the everyday lives of
individuals worldwide. By examining key
theoretical debates, historical milestones,
and the evolving role of American
hegemony, Suporn provides readers with @
nuanced understanding of the forces
shaping our interconnected world.

Designed for both academic and
general readers, this volume is meticulously
structured to support critical inquiry and
inspire fresh perspectives on international
relations. It stands as a testament to Crackers



Books' commitment to fostering intellectual
engagement and informed dialogue.

We invite you to delve into this
compelling exploration of American foreign
policy, confident that it will illuminate the
challenges and opportunities of our
complex global landscape.

Crackers Books
Read. Crack. Inspire.



Preface

We are indeed living through interesting
times. Take the Russo-Ukrainian war, which began
with Putin’s “special operation mission.” It was
inifially expected to result in a swift and decisive
Russian victory. Instead, it has become the largest
conflictin Europe since World War ll and appears to
be heading toward a stalemate. In another
significant development, the Hamasled attack on
Israel on October 7, 2023, has jeopardized Benjomin
Netanyahu'’s ambitions for peace with neighbboring
Arab nations, including Saudi Arabia.

This unexpected assault by the Palestinian
militant group resulted in the deaths of 1,200 Israelis
and foreign nationals, with 253 people taken
hostage. In response, lsrael launched a military
retaliation. These conflictsin Ukraine and the Middle
East not only exacerbate global divisions but also
compel major powers fo reevaluate their foreign
policy pricrities and reallocate their resources. With
the contentious race between Kamala Harris and
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Donald Trump in the 2024 U.S. Presidential Election—
culminating in Trump's unexpected fiumph against
the predictions of liberal pundits—the trajectory of
U.S. foreign policy toward Europe and the Middle
East is set to have significant implications for global
security, beyond what we could have imagined.
Undoubtedly, there has never been a more crifical
time to study U.S. foreign policy.

The idea for wiiting this book emerged
during the height of the COVID-19 pandemic, a
period when even the most powerful countries
faced challenges in providing assistance to their
citizens, let alone the global community. As aresult,
this book serves as a reminder of the pandemic's
disastrous effects on our lives. We must all adjust to
the “new nomal” lifestyles of working from home,
attending virtual classes, and participating in online
meetfings. The outbreak underscores social
inequalities and the fragility of each state's healthcare
system, as individucls in developing counfries are
suffering more than people in developed countries.
On a global scale, the COVID-19 disease poses a
significant threat to the great powers. While China



has been criticized for conceadling the severity of
the outbreak that began in Wuhan city, the Chinese
Communist Party has effectively  implemented
damage confrol campaigns to improve China's
image natfionaly and infematfionaly. The CCP
developed a new narative fouting  ifs
accomplishments in combating the virus at home
and providing COVID+elated assistance, especially
of the mask and vaccine diplomacy kind, to a
number of countries. The infemational community
even has praised Beiing af times as a country that
can “flatten the curve” and serve as an example for
post-pandemic economic recovery.

In contrast, the United States has not always
received a positive response for managing the
crisis. Both individuals and dllies have sharply
criticized the performance of the United States. By
any standard, the Trump administrafion’s initial
response to the COVID-19 situation was a disaster.
Tump admitted that the virus was highly
contagious in an interview with U.S. joumalist Bob
Woodward, but he prefered to “play down” the
threat of an outbreak in order to avoid causing



panic. In addition to his Twitter wars with foreign
leaders, Tump dubbed the coronavirus the
"Chinese Virus' and announced Washingtfon's
withdrawal from the World Health Organization.
The COVID-19 death foll in the United States had
reached 400,000 by the end of his presidency in
2021. In light of these circumstances, it's fair fo
conclude that America's global leadership has
been scrutinized like never before.

If anything, the scrutiny sends a message fo
America's dlies that the world's most powerful
couniry can no longer play a crifical role in
addressing the global pandemic. For example, the
current state of the “special relationship” between
Thailand and the United States was demonstrated
by this paliry incident when the Biden
administration provided Thailand with a small
portion of 1.5 milion doses of Pfizer vaccinations.
Before then, Thailand-U.S. relations had already hit
rock bottom following the two military coups in 2006
and 2014. The US. placed mounting political
pressure on the military junta o hand over power to
a civiian government, while in 2015 former U.S.



Ambassador to Thailand Glyn T. Davies delivered a
controversial speech condemning the use of “lése-
majesté” against political activists and protesters.
The speech provoked anti-American sentiment
among those who revered the late King Bhumibol.
It seems that Thailond's strategic importance in the
eyes of American foreign policymakers may not be
as high as it was during the Cold War, but the United
States’ credibiity and global commitment s
questioned more than previously.

In other words, Thailand is cleary shiffing
away from the United States and toward a closer
relationship with China. Will this pattern continue to
dominate Thailand's interactions with major powers
in the long rung Wil Thailand, as a middle power,
completely disregard the United Statese For the past
decade, these are major problems that have
preoccupied Thailand's foreign policy establishment.
The greater concerns, though, appear to be the
diminishing role of American hegemony, as well as
Washington's strategy for reinventing itself while its
credibility and global standing are in jeopardy. This
book, however, does not seek to answer these
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buming questions. Furthermore, this book is neither
a manifesto for my affection for the United States
nor propaganda to justify Washington's past
misdeeds. Rather, my analysis conveys that we
should not further deteriorate diplomatic relations
with the U.S.

While writing this book, | could not help but
note that the Thai foreign policy establishment
believes Thailond has the choice of picking China
over the United States. Without a doubt, the
American century is nearing its end, but for a small
country like Thailand, it is not a wise decision in the
long run fo pick sides. As intemational affairs
students, we should leamn about the foreign policy
traditions, philosophy, and principles that influence
policy formulation of a maijor power like the U.S. This
way Wil allow us to comprehend what a major
power fruly desires, as well as the strategy Thailand
should employ fo protect and enhance its national
inferests.
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Originally, this book was designed to
complement the course “U.S. Foreign Policy” for
third-year Intemational Affairs students at Khon
Kaen University International College. The book is
structured info 13 chapters, primarily focusing on
the continuity and changes in American foreign
policy. It draws on fundamental concepts and
foundational ideas that have shaped U.S. foreign
policy since World Wars | and Il, the Cold War, and
the Post-Cold War era. Additionally, the book
infroduces readers to major theoretical debates
that iluminate the diminishing role of American
hegemony, the future of the liberal international
order, and the rivalies between the United States
and China. It also delves into current policy issues
and examines the new trajectory of American
foreign policy in both the post-Trump era and the
return of Trump in 2024. For this edifion, | have also
included a new sub-section in Chapter 12 that
discusses the returmn of Donald Trump to the White
House and its implications for U.S. foreign policy.



In  Jonuary 2024, Dr. Watcharabon
Buddharaksa breathed new life info this ook,
incorporating it info Crackers’ Infemational Affairs
Series. However, | must be candid: | completed
wiriting this book before the escalation of the Russo-
Ukrainian War and the Arab-lsraeli conflict, as well
as before Donald Trump's stunning victory in
November 2024. Certainly, these recent
developments serve as a litmus test for the US.'s
commitfment and relevance in the post-pandemic
world as a defender of the liberal intemational
order. Nevertheless, | believe that the foundation for
understanding U.S. foreign policy, laid out in this
book, will be sufficient for readers to comprehend
how an understanding of US. foreign policy
contributes to a broader understanding of world.

| would also lke to thank Dr. Poowin
Bunyavejchewin, a frue comrade-in-ams, for his
guidance and support. Without a doubt, he is, fo me,
the epitome of a scholar who wholeheartedly
dedicates his life to academia, regardless of how
others perceive him.



In Srefthaplomacy, | dedicated it to my
grandmother. | wish fo contfinue that fradition by
wholeheartedly dedicating this book to Supot
Theerapattham, who has been the pillar of my
family for the past 60 years. He is a devoted husbband,
a loving father, and an adoring grandfather. As a
boy who grew up under his care, | know him as a
grandfather whose love transcends words—
expressing a fatherly devotion that speaks volumes
from his heart. Like many East Asian families, we do
not often say “llove you™ to one another. However,
| have found the perfect way to say those three
words—through this dedication to him.

Thapiporn Suporn

Khon Kaen, Thailand
December 16, 2024
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