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undifferentiated audience, we could see it as an area
which is, and has been historically, in a state of flux. As
terms, ‘literature’ and ‘literary’ do not have stable and

singular meanings but complex and plural ones."
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Bressler) a1

How we as readers construct meaning through or with
a text depends on the mental framework each of us
has developed concerning the nature of reality. This
framework or worldview consists of the assumptions or
presuppositions that we all hold (either consciously or

. . . 15
unconsciously) concerning the basic makeup of our world.
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" Roger Webster, Studying Literary Theory: An Introduction, 2" ed
(London: Arnold, 1997), p. 5.
" Charles E. Bressler, Literary Criticism: Theory and Practice, 2™ ed

(New Jersey: Prentice Hall, 1999), p. 6.
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To write a history in the traditional sense is to construct a
coherent narrative by weaving together parts of a culture
with the thread of values which must necessarily inform

the whole. The historical interpretative process is therefore
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cyclical: parts inform the whole which in turn must inform

those parts."
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ZQLﬁuLau Plato, “Republic 10", in Classical Literary Criticism, ed. by
D. A. Russell and M. Winterbottom (Oxford: Oxford University Press,
1989), pp. 36-50 (pp. 38-39).
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