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Preface

Her Majesty Queen Sirikit is the wife of His Majesty King Bhumibol. She has performed
Royal duties which greatly benefit Thailand and its people. She has demonstrated kindness and
mercy to all. She is determined to work hard for Her people. Her virtue is passed on to Her
son, King Vajiralongkorn, the current King of Thailand. King Vajiralongkorn had Her name engraved
on the Royal Golden Plaque as Somdet Phra Nangchao Sirikit Phra Borommarachininat Phra

Borommaratchachonnaniphanpiluang on May Sth, 2019.

The Her Majesty Queen Sirikit series features important biographical information about
Her Majesty Queen Sirikit, Her Royal Duties, and many abilities. It also includes rare pictures

of Her and the Royal Family. The twelve books of the series are:

1. Patronage of Thai Silk 7. The Shared Forest of the Eastern Region
2. Arts and Crafts 8. Plant and Wildlife Conservation

3. Royal Khon Performance 9. Community Food Banks

4. Patron of the Arts 10. Demonstration Farms

5. The Small House in the Big Forest Project 11. Queen Sirikit Institute
6. Highland Agricultural Stations 12. Charitable Organizations

Satapornbooks Publishing hopes that the series will be an important resource for
information about Her Majesty Queen Sirikit, and that the Thai people can implement Her ideas
of sustainable development in their daily living to better their living conditions and for their

long-lasting happiness.

Satapornbooks Publishing
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I am always proud that Thai people are born artists no matter what they do and where they are.
Farmers and gardeners are artists as well. We pay attention to details and we are moved by arts of all

kinds. The Thais just need opportunities to practice, and they will shine.

-- Her Majesty Queen Sirikit at Her 57th Birthday
Anniversary Celebration, held at the Dusidalai Hall
of Suan Chitralada in Dusit Palace on August 11th, 1989
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From Farmers to Artisans

Since the beginning of the reign of His Majesty King Bhumibol, Her Majesty
Queen Sirikit accompanied Him to visit the Thai people in every region of Thailand.
They experienced local wisdom and knowledge through the arts and crafts the
people made. They appreciated the craftsmanship and the love of arts of the
Thai people. In 1976, Her Majesty Queen Sirikit established the Foundation for
the Promotion of Supplementary Occupation and Related Techniques under
Her Royal Patronage to encourage people to make arts and crafts for sale.
These people earn extra income from selling arts and crafts. The foundation
ensures the skills, techniques, and knowledge associated with arts and crafts,

which almost disappeared from Thailand, are preserved.
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In 1978, HM Queen Sirikit established an occupational training center
in Suan Chitralada. The center provided training sessions for poor farmers
who did not own farmland. The farmers attended the arts and crafts workshops
which were run by arts experts and local artisans. Before the training, the
farmers did not have skills in arts and crafts, but the school trained them to
become the “Queen Sirikit Institute’s craftspeople”. Their lives have changed
due to Her Majesty Queen Sirikit’s vision and determination to improve the
quality of life for Her people. This was clearly expressed in Her birthday
speech at Dusidalai Hall of Suan Chitralada on August llth, 2007.
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“These people are children of the poorest farmers. I considered which families needed help the
most. I usually picked the poorest families with the most children. These families could not
support themselves. They stayed in the old buildings of the Royal Palace, where Royal family

members used to live. They stayed there and came to Suan Chitralada to attend the workshops.”
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