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Preface

Her Majesty Queen Sirikit is the wife of His Majesty King Bhumibol. She has performed
Royal duties which greatly benefit Thailand and its people. She has demonstrated kindness and
mercy to all. She is determined to work hard for Her people. Her virtue is passed on to Her
son, King Vajiralongkorn, the current King of Thailand. King Vajiralongkorn had Her name engraved
on the Royal Golden Plaque as Somdet Phra Nangchao Sirikit Phra Borommarachininat Phra

Borommaratchachonnaniphanpiluang on May Sth, 2019.

The Her Majesty Queen Sirikit series features important biographical information about
Her Majesty Queen Sirikit, Her Royal Duties, and many abilities. It also includes rare pictures

of Her and the Royal Family. The twelve books of the series are:

1. Patronage of Thai Silk 7. The Shared Forest of the Eastern Region
2. Arts and Crafts 8. Plant and Wildlife Conservation

3. Royal Khon Performance 9. Community Food Banks

4. Patron of the Arts 10. Demonstration Farms

5. The Small House in the Big Forest Project 11. Queen Sirikit Institute
6. Highland Agricultural Stations 12. Charitable Organizations

Satapornbooks Publishing hopes that the series will be an important resource for
information about Her Majesty Queen Sirikit, and that the Thai people can implement Her ideas
of sustainable development in their daily living to better their living conditions and for their

long-lasting happiness.

Satapornbooks Publishing
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Her Majesty Queen Sirikit as Royal Patron of Khon
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Khon is a world-famous traditional Thai performance with roots going far back into Thai
history. The Khon performance showcases a combination of art, music, dance, and storytelling. Khon
performances usually tell stories based on the Ramakien, which was written by King Rama I and is

based on the Ramayana Hindu epic.
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HM Queen Sirikit considered preserving Khon one of Her Royal duties. She wanted to preserve
Khon performances and their costumes. Additionally, She thought it was necessary to have public
Khon performances so wider audiences could experience its exquisite beauty. She created the Royal
Khon performance under Her patronage and encouraged the Khon artists to use modern theatrical tech-
niques to make the Khon performances more captivating. HM Queen Sirikit also provided funds
for historical research on the Khon costumes to ensure artists follow the traditional Thai design
process when crafting their Khon costumes. The Arts and Crafts Center under HM Queen Sirikit’s
Royal Patronage supported the first Royal Khon performance in 2007, which was the Phrommat

episode from Book 2 of Ramakien.
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After the first Royal Khon performance received warm reviews, public and private
organizations became active in performing the Khon. There have been efforts to teach
students at schools and universities across Thailand to perform the Khon and during the
training future rising stars began to stand out.

The training also created artisans in Khon mask making, weaving, embroidery,
gold and silver smithing, carving, and mask painting. The first Royal Khon performance
was so impactful it brought the Khon performance back into the everyday consciousness

of the Thai people. HM Queen Sirikit achieved Her mission to preserve Thai heritage.
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Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity
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UNESCO inscribed the Khon on its Representative List of the Intangible
Cultural Heritage of Humanity on November 29th, 2018. In the past, Khon was
perceived exclusively as a performance for the Royal family, however after the
UNESCO announcement, the Royal Thai Government made the Khon accessible to
the public. Thailand promoted the Khon as a part of its national heritage in every
way. There have been Khon performance training sessions and seminars. The
Thai people are encouraged to continue the art of the Khon and other traditional

practices.

(00



