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Preface

Her Majesty Queen Sirikit is the wife of His Majesty King Bhumibol. She has performed
Royal duties which greatly benefit Thailand and its people. She has demonstrated kindness and
mercy to all. She is determined to work hard for Her people. Her virtue is passed on to Her
son, King Vajiralongkorn, the current King of Thailand. King Vajiralongkorn had Her name engraved
on the Royal Golden Plaque as Somdet Phra Nangchao Sirikit Phra Borommarachininat Phra

Borommaratchachonnaniphanpiluang on May Sth, 2019.

The Her Majesty Queen Sirikit series features important biographical information about
Her Majesty Queen Sirikit, Her Royal Duties, and many abilities. It also includes rare pictures

of Her and the Royal Family. The twelve books of the series are:

1. Patronage of Thai Silk 7. The Shared Forest of the Eastern Region
2. Arts and Crafts 8. Plant and Wildlife Conservation

3. Royal Khon Performance 9. Community Food Banks

4. Patron of the Arts 10. Demonstration Farms

5. The Small House in the Big Forest Project 11. Queen Sirikit Institute
6. Highland Agricultural Stations 12. Charitable Organizations

Satapornbooks Publishing hopes that the series will be an important resource for
information about Her Majesty Queen Sirikit, and that the Thai people can implement Her ideas
of sustainable development in their daily living to better their living conditions and for their

long-lasting happiness.

Satapornbooks Publishing
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I am always proud that Thai people are born artists no matter what they do and
where they are. Farmers and gardeners are artists as well. We pay attention to details
and we are moved by arts of all kinds. The Thais just need opportunities to practice,
and they will shine.

-- Her Majesty Queen Sirikit at Her 57 th
held at the Dusidalai Hall of Suan Chitralada in Dusit Palace on August 11th, 1989

Birthday Anniversary Celebration,
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History of the Arts and Crafts Project
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Her Majesty Queen Sirikit accompanied His Majesty King
Bhumibol Adulyade;j to visit Their people in each region of Thailand. They
learned that people, mostly farmers, had small and insecure
incomes. When they could not make ends meet, they left their
hometowns to work in the big cities. Some needed to sell their lands
to support their families. Her Majesty Queen Sirikit accompanied
His Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyadej to initiate projects to enable

the people to be able to sustain themselves.



Her Majesty Queen Sirikit noticed
people made crafts like baskets and
containers to use at home. They used
materials they could find in their
surroundings to make unique art pieces.
She wanted to preserve these arts
to ensure the skills, techniques, and
knowledge associated with them are
preserved. She had arts and crafts
centers established at the Suan Chitralada
Palace and other Royal palaces
throughout Thailand. People, especially
children, could come and participate
in arts and crafts workshops. It was a
great opportunity for underprivileged,
marginalized, and inexperienced people
to have hands-on experience. The arts
and crafts centers hired teachers and
artists to conduct workshops. Her

Majesty Queen Sirikit followed the

progress of each arts and crafts workshop and
encouraged everyone to produce good work.
She bought some of their creations, like silk,
and used it to make dresses. When people saw
Her using Thai handmade products or wearing
Thai cloth, they became more interested in

pursuing Thai arts and crafts.
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The Arts and Crafts Promotion Foundation
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The arts and crafts projects initiated by HM Queen Sirikit expanded widely,
and She donated a lot of Her own money to support them. Staff members and
interested people raised money to create a foundation to support Thai arts and
crafts. They also asked for HM Queen Sirikit’s support as well.

In response, HM Queen Sirikit founded the Arts and Crafts Promotion
Foundation on July 2lst, 1976. She donated some money to be used as startup
capital. She was also the first CEO of the foundation. Later, the Royal Thai
Government would administer the foundation as part of the arts and crafts division

of the Royal Secretariat in 1985.
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