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The Royal Cultural Ambassador

Her Royal Highness Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn is a keen supporter of Thai culture, which is key
to Thai identity. She is interested in the preservation of archeological objects, historical sites, artifacts,
traditional arts & crafts, literature, music, and Thai classical dance. She often discusses the importance of
culture and encourages people to value it. When people see value in culture, they will preserve it. The Royal
Thai Government appointed Her Royal Highness Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn “The Royal Cultural
Ambassador” in 1988 and “Outstanding Artist” on February 24™, 2003 to honor her artistic talents. Further,
She is the Royal patron of national artists and a supporter of Thai art and culture. So, the Royal Thai

Government, named the second of April, Her birthday, Thai Cultural Preservation Day in Her honor.
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Leader of Conservation and Restoration
of Archaeological Sites

Her Royal Highness Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn is especially interested in preserving Thai
heritage and Thai architecture. She made tremendous effort to brainstorm with experts, and communicate
with cultural management organizations to restore historical sites. King Rama XI trusted Her and
appointed Her the Leader of the Conservation and Restoration of Archaeological Sites. She has been

involved in many conservation and restoration projects throughout Thailand.
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1. King Rama Il Memorial Park

King Rama II Memorial Park is in the Amphawa District of Samutsongkhram Province, where
King Rama II was born. King Rama II Memorial Park was built in 1977 to honor King Rama II Phra
Phutthaloetla Naphalai. It is learning center for Thai art & culture and a park for the people of
Amphawa to enjoy. King Rama Il Memorial Park consists of a Thai-style main building, the Ruethai
San library, 4 prefabricated Thai-style houses, and the Kritsada Ronnarit outdoor theater. The main
building is a museum, which hosts exhibits about King Rama II’s life. The 4 prefabricated Thai-style
houses have exhibits displaying the way of life of the people in the early Rattanakisin period. King
Rama I Memorial Park has been open to public since March 9, 1985.
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In 1995, Her Royal Highness Princess Maha
Chakri Sirindhorn wanted to honor King Rama II
in a new way. She had artists paint the walls of Wat
Amphawan Chetiyaram ordination hall which is
located in the Amphawa District of Samutsongkhram
Province. The artists replicated the traditional Thai
art of the early Rattanakosin period. The

mural paintings depicted scenes from the life of

King Rama II, the people’s way of life in the early
Rattanakosin period, and literature from the reign of King Rama II. Bonsai trees were also drawn as
decorations around the mural paintings. Her Royal Highness Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn also had

nine Awut Sang concrete Thai style houses built along the Mae Klong River.
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2. The Renovation of the Temple of the Emerald Buddha and the Grand Palace

In 1782, King Rama I Phra Phutthayotfa Chulalok Maharaj constructed the Temple of the Emerald
Buddha when He made Rattanakosin Island the capital of Siam. The Temple of the Emerald Buddha is
the most important Royal temple in terms of history, architecture, and art.

During the 200" Anniversary of the Rattanakosin Dynasty in 1982, the Royal Thai Government
received permission from King Rama XI to appoint Her Royal Highness Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn
Director and Leader of the Temple of the Emerald Buddha renovation project. The project aimed to

preserve Royal style Buddhist architecture, sculpture, painting, and fine arts, which have been passed

down through the generations.
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Her Royal Highness Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn followed five principles in the completion
of the renovation of the Temple of the Emerald Buddha.

1. Renovation

Her Royal Highness Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn had the buildings involved in Royal
ceremonies, such as the ordination hall and the Royal Pantheon extensively renovated. Other buildings

were restored to to their original states.
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2. Preservation

When things needed replacement,

Her Royal Highness Princess Maha

nwaemme udanssAzsauAan 199 nmarefagtiunielu
#u : Joachim K. Bautze, TANTLATTAUAIAR1TIH Chakri Sirindhorn preferred attempt to

Unseen Siam Early Photography 1860-1910,

preserve as much of the original as
River Book, 2016. p 142.

possible to study the materials, patterns,

and arts of the early Rattanakosin period.
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3. Modern Techniques
Her Royal Highness Princess Maha
Chakri Sirindhorn encouraged the use

of modern restoration techniques. For

example, the team used UV photography
to detect overpainting or previous
restorations without disturbing the
current site. They also used pulp to
dehumidify and desalinate the paintings

in the ordination hall.
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