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Wiang Kum Kam
A Historical Study of an ancient community in Lanna
by Sarassawadee Ongsakul, Chiang Mai University

The major objective of this research was to investigate
the evolution of Wiang Kum Kam since its identifiable original
but consistent stages.

The investigation found that the compound surrounding Kan
Thom temple in Wiang Kum Kam was in fact an ancient
Hariphunchai - era settlement around the 11 th centuries A.D.
The village settlement was directly subjected to hariphunchai
rule. Such Hariphunchai cultural artifacts and remains as terra -
cotta votive tablet, unglazed earthenware pots with incised
decoration and fragments of inscription in Mon script and
language, etc., demonstrated that such a settlement had
continuously been inhabited up to the time King Mangrai built
Wiang Kum Kam.

Wiang Kum Kam, thus, was built during king Mangrai
period as a new capital in place of Hariphunchai. It was deemed
that the new site was better located and suitable for further
expansion. The Ping River, the bank on which Wiang Kum Kam
was situated, was at the time the major route of communication.
Therefore, it was obvious that the city was very much influenced

by Hariphumchai architectural style.
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However, Wiang Kum Kam, as the new capital, did not last
long. Wiang Chiang Mai, Chiang Mai city at present, was chosen
as a new site and capital due to its even better location. Despite
the new capital, Wiang Kum Kam did not disintegrate and
disappear. It stayed on as a rather large settlement until the end
of Mangrai Dynasty.

During the Burmese rule (in the late 17" century) and
ravaged by great floods, Wiang Kum Kam came to an end buried
under mud beyond the reach of restoration. Besiddes, following
such great floods the Ping river changed its course, thus, making
the city loose its importance. It was abandoned and deserted for
hundreds of years. During the fifth reign of the present Chakri
Dynasty Wiang Kum Kam was once again inhabited turning
it into a new community under the name of Ban Chang Kham.
The new interest in the place as an ancient settlement of historical

significance and value, however, emerged as recently as A.D. 1984.
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