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The palm-leaf document entitled “Phun Muang Nan”
(“The Nan Chronicle”) was inscribed with the Northern script.
It comprises 182 pages of palm-leaves in one volume.
The document belongs to Wat Phra Koed, a wat in the hamlet of
Wieng Nua in the Town District of Nan. This recension of the
Nan Chronicle contains several old legends which were probably
collected from old and damaged plam-leaf documents in an attempt
to preserve old texts. Regrettably, original texts are not in existence
now. Therefore, Phun Muang Nan of Wat Phra Koed Recension
can be considered quite old and it is not very often that such
a valuable document is available for the scrutiny of scholars.

The significance of this recension is of two aspects.

Firstly, it gives a number of new information on the Lanna
history, especially the history of Nan. Very few studies have been
done on the Nan history. The new information would contribute
to a fruitful rein — vestigation of the Nan and Lanna history.
Moreover, the reliability of these informations is attested by the
Yuan and Ming Chronicles which confirms several points in this
document.

Secondly, the existant Phun Muang Nan is the oldest
document of all related documents on Nan available now. It was

inscribed in the year 1821 A.D., or 79 years before the Legend of
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the Chae Haeng Relic was inscribed. There are reasons to believe
that the Phun Muang Nan is the main source of information
for the writing of the History of the Nan Rulers* written in 1894
A.D. which is generally used as the most important document for
the study of Nan history. However a large number of informations
in this document is not included in the History of the Nan Rulers.

The contents of Phun Muang Nan of the Wat Phra Koed
Recension are divided into three sections.

1. Legend of the Chae Haeng Relic, written in the tradition
of Singhalese religious texts. It begins, in the first part, with the
narration of the Buddha’s visit to the location with his prophesy
that Nan was to come to existence in the future and a king would
renovate the relic. The second part intertwines local history with
the history of the relic. The second part intertwines local history
with the history of the relic up to 1821 A.D.

2. The local history of Nan forms the second section which
begins with the conception of legendary kings and continues
to the period when Nan was conquered by Chiang Mai under
Tilokaraj.

3. The third section is a collection of miscellaneous episodes
in Lanna history and many of new informations are contained in

this section.

" The Nan Chronicle. Prasert Churatana Tran. Edited by Wyatt, David K.
Ithaca : Southeast Asia Program, 1966
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In transcribing this document into standard Thai scripts,
the contents of the text are rearranged into three sections as
mentioned above for the sake of readability.

There are some obvious mistakes in the recension and in
such cases explication or texts from other recensions are provided

in footnotes to call the attention of readers and for comparison.
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